Listing of C8aims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A server for managing the retail, sales of a pt ><li i 
across a communication network comprising: ■ 

retail sales state management means for Managing the retail sales siate n Irm 1 1 in 
of said a product, wherein the retail sales state informatio n ofjhejaroduct compi i 0 
history ofi retail sales of the product including a purchase timeand^rjuxchaj^ ctji i a li 
sale of a. product unit of the product ; 

price setting means for dynamically setting the acurr ent re tail pi ice oi said 
product in accordance with rules that specify conditions and paramejeisio del nni u tbt 
re tail pricie of the product and to determine when to change the retail ptjee an J <.n_m u.i 
of change in retail price of the product based on aadthe retail sales state \\to L n iti„n of 
said prodiict and tf^aeeerdan c e -with t he current aetoal retail sales status it iotriL i Ik n f 
said product wtet-e»miged-%y-s^^ ana 

product information provision means for, upon the receipt of an mtot n id n i 
request regarding said product from a user via said communication netwoik t >rni li 
the user with the product information concerning said product and said cjj rcr l_njt ui pt ^ 
of said producty as dynamically set by said price setting means at the time stud 
information request is received. 

% (Currently Amended) The server according to claim 1, further comprising: 
pHce trend information provision means for generating, in accordance with said 
current actual retail sales status information state of said product, trend information 
concerning trends affecting changes to the current retail pric e the changoo of oaid price of 
said product, wherein said trend information is at least a portion of the, product 
information th at is furnished to the user in response to said information req uest and foe 

• i. (Currently Amended) The server according to claim 1 , wherein the. ..rules 
specify ...conditions and parameters for changing the retail , price of the produc t, acgordingjo 
a number of product units sold, wherein said price setting means can d ynamicall y set a 



2; 



current retail price for said product by ttsmg evaluating said rules usingu>\ ant 
information from the retail sales state information orlrcimilLej^jrent j^ai i, sa_' c _ ,i<n 
information or both , where the retail price of the prodj^ngrease^as Jto. rnh' c! 
pioduct units so l d increases and where the retail jpri cgj>fJh^rMj£Ldgcts«bei J t! " 
number of product units sold decreasesrl3ased-e«^ai4^a^^^state-e1--TaH€H-H • k- , 

! deereawf-a^Hfee^^ 



4.1 (Cancelled). 

5. j (Currently Amended) A server for charging for and providing dhnU cc a I ni 
via a communication network comprising: 

sales state management meansf,] for managing the sales state mfotmalin " 
legarding sale of said digital content, wherein the sales state informatj onoJltlt ^jjj'it il 
content com pri ses a history of accesses of the digital content produclincludiri ; .aj in i>_ 
and retalil charge for each access of a unit of the digital cont ent; 

price setting meansf,] for dynamically eha nging a setti ng a cu nent. ret i '_oh^ zs 
! ! for accessing said digital content in accordance jwith that sp ecify con ditioiis_aid 

parameters t o determine the retail charge of the digital content and to dejejTn]ii<. uhuu 
change tike retail charge and an amount of change in retail charge of the digital i ouRrt 
, based oni'a ad the sales state information of said: digital content and in-aetwdfl w - * v 1 1 1 
Ij current skies status information said sales stat e of said digital content^ IwIhs itoh I 

information provision means for pr e s e nting to an in fo rmati o n r ec t 4es--H ^'<*ft 
sewee. Upon the receipt of an information request regarding said digital con^m froi n . 
user via said communication network, furnishing the user with the digit al ccr u Lit 

p information concerning said digital content and said current retail charge foi a ,cf i i,'nv< 
\\ : said digital content that is as dynamically set by said price setting means at tlie t me ' 

p information request is received. 

!l I i 

i! : . i . ; 

I 6. (Currently Amended) The server according to claim 5, further comprising: 



price trend information provision means, for generating, in accordance v nn 
current sales st atu s information s atenrtate of said digital content, trend inf. imVi n 
concerning trends affecting ^angesjothe current retaiLchaigc *e*teftg»tf^t-vJt 
efeffge foil accessing said digital content wherein said trend informatiwjs atje, ^ < l 
portion ofjthe digital content information that is furnished to th e usexjnrespoii. » 
InjOTmaJiML^ ' 



7.1 (Currently Amended) The server according to claim 5, wheremtMiUies 
specify conditions and parameters for changing the retail charge according toaj lunjii 
accesses of said digital content, wherein said price setting means djnamj_ illy K " i l 
current retail charge for accessing said digital content bj^aluatingjaKh m 
rel evant information from the sales state information or from thecuuenj a'e< tH" 

information or both, where the retail charge for accessing tlie_dlgital^ontc ryj_m > if t . 

the number of accesses of said digital content increases and where the lei ikli w c t 
decreased as th e number of accesses of the digital content de creases whafe-efdd M-"Wh 
wle r , and sa i d sal e s atat e-ef-sat d digital cont e r ^afi4^-ord«%4o wh^h-s- t*Ul<-+- <.4*-i + 

8. (Currently Amended) The server according to claim 5 whet e m I Ik it ii < 
s pecify conditions and parameters for changing the retail, c harge acc^ injOoj mlj - 
information regar ding a popularity or evaluatiojn of the digital conten t^ h jr_u _ ^ d jn 
setting nieatis can dynamically set the current retail charge for accessjng_jjd \igi\3 
content fey evaluating said rules using the ranking information, as weU a ^iHL int 
information from the sales state information or from the current sale s..statusjj i mm i t 
or both, wherein the retail charge increases as a ranking of the digital contu t t ici" a_ 
and wherein the retail charge decreases as the ranking of the digital confo ntjl f r_ 
v hereift-satd-pHec s o tting means s o ts ; ;aid ch ftf g o for aec e s i»mg-sm4-4tgr << d 
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- 19 (Canceled) 



2Q. (New) The server according to claim 3, wherein the rules specify conditions 
and parameters for increasing the retail price by;a specified amount when a specified. 

number of products units are sold, and decreasing the retail price by a specified amount 
when a specified number of products units have-not been sold within a specified period of 



21. (New) The server according to claim 3 , wherein the rules spn. ir> < < >nc<n l tr 

and parameters for increasing the retail price by a specified amount when a -p r ft i 
number of products units are sold withi n a specified period of time, and d m e< M[ i 1 ' 
retail price by a specified amount when a specified number of products units hd c n< t 
been sold within a specified period of time. ■ 

22. (New) The server according to claim 1, wherein the rules sp;cifv tmuhnim . 
and parameters for changing the retail price according to ranking information n gnmm 
the product, wherein said price setting means can dynamically set the curent t. laii 1 1 1 <- 
for the product by evaluating the rules using the ranking information, as well \ t < "ir s 3i i 
information from the retail sales state information or from the current reiai/t siIjs >t;ita 
information or both, where the retail price of the product increases as a product t?ih t 
increases and where the retail price of the product decreases as the product rani in j 
decreases. 

'23. (New) The server according to claim 22, wherein the ranking information is 

based on a retail sales ranking of the product or a popularity ranking of the product. 
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24i (New) The server according to claim 7, wherein the rules specify conditions 
and.parardeters for increasing the retail charge by a specified amount when the digital 
content fads been accessed a specified number ofjtimes, and decreasing the retail charge b; 
a specified amount when the digital content has jiot been accessed a minimum number of 
times within a specified period of time. 



25. (New) The server according to claim 7. wherein the rules specify cnrcWmm 

and parameters for increasing the retail charge by a specified amount wher a speHtittl 
number of accesses of the digital content occur within a specified period u ~ tin e a< it" 
decreasing the retail charge by a specified amount when a specified number of ,k u ssr.s « 
the digital content have not occurred within a specified period of time. 



